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‘__to semce ‘and admlnls{ar an ‘expanding Publlc Service.! By 1971, the bolicv céntred on
the provision of hotsing to:-

(a) officers recrulted from overseas and officers provided under
' technical assistance by other countnes, and.

(b) afﬁcerswho wére required to resiae in or near their districts
or within easy cali of the institutions or establishments: to
which they wera assigned for duty
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It s to be noted that the policy at that time required rent, of varying percentages of salary.
to be charged for accommodation.

5. Atthe beginning of the 1980s it was already evident that the demand for “houses:
was outstripping the supply partlcularly in St George West (Port of Spain and its.
enwrons) and in' Victoria: : The: {quest_ion had arisen; even then, that if it had been{
established that an officer was: ¢l ble for Government housing ‘and such was not.
available, then it 'séemed reasonable to assume that the officer should be paid an.

appropriate Housing Allowance instead.

__It was in this context‘ that 'the Commlssron, m undertaking rts ﬁrst general review

42 Grade | % Afhree bedroom house located
in‘areas’ ‘such 'as St. “Ann’s;
' Cascade Maraval and Flagstaﬁ
- Hill.

151 Grade Il =  This type of house is not'as:
" large as the: Grade I; also
townhouses ‘which may have:
two bedrooms Houses of this
type are also located at Flagstaf'

Hill; .



l!g_t gtumts Qtage ~ Description
447. Grade Ill _— Two bedroom house located
outside ‘of the main business
'dlstricts

401 Ungraded. 3 "_rhese are Institutional quarters

under the pu

10,7 At present, the housing benefit provided to. ofﬁce Holders under the purview, of the;
jCommlssion may take one of the following forms:=:

M provisionof \n official | Resldence

(. p |
@ p . payment}af an ‘allowance In lieu thereof; or
() Payment of a Housing Allowance_onlyg'

The rationale underting these various affangarnts is s folows:-

- Official residences are made available to certain top office holders:-
byvirtue of their unique status in the Natlon or by traditron Those

'other hand it has been the tradltlon to house certam ofﬁce holders
such as the Ohief Justice and the COmmissioner of Police in special
Goverfiment iouses also known as official residences::



l.  Housing Only’

This type ot beneﬁt is usually provrded to Semor ofﬁcers in the
Protechve Semces (other than the Commrssuoner of Pohce) and the

requlre to be housed for secunty and other reasons such as the
need ta be in close proximity. to their headquarters

waiver of’the monthly réntal;.

The benefit of a Housing / Allowance only was grantea as part of the
“compensatlon package for “the'* ofﬁce of Deputy Permanent
- Secretary which was ‘created’ in1 995, The quantun' “of the
‘ alowance is set at the same Ievel as that pard |n heu of Quarters to

month. "
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A kst of the offices accorded the various forms of the housing benefit is appended hereto.
11.'" The Property Management Unit of the Ministry of Public’ Administration and

,lnformatron ‘which admlnlsters the houslng facrlity has lndicated that of the 249 office
holders under the pumew_ of the Salaries Review Commission who are eliglble for

A g1
from time to time ofﬁce holders are accommodated in units which are either above’ or
below the grade for which they aré’ ellgible

15, Wehave opserved: tnat apart rom mose cases where It IS necessary Tor certain
oflice holders to be housex foroﬂlclal or other reasons. the housing benefit to the majorlty.

level]obs in both the public and the prlvate sactors:” The rationale behind the allowancef
is to assist the office holder in obtalmng suitable rented acconimodation:: Accordingly,
we have focussed on ‘the extent to which the existing rate of Housing Allowance should
be revised.



18.. " In reviewing the existing rate’ of Housmg Allowance, we have taken into
conslderation the current positlon with respect to the following -

(1) the monthly rental prices of residential accommodation on the open.
o market and:

(ily.- * the beniefits paid to top exacutives in the private sector:”

1 7 We note that n the open maﬂ_«at_ nouses of the type for residential accommodation

Moder: =

equrvalent to Quarters of Grada' 1" spocification.

18, At suvey of cuiront rontal rates listed at prominent Real Estate Agents reveals that
monthiv rates In suifablie’ residentlal areas range as follows:-

‘Furnished -  Unfurnished -
TT. T
Exécutive 49,000~ $40,000 ss 000-518,000

Modem $4,000- $12,000 ' __$4_000-$ 5,000



19 We also had the benefit of information from the Valuations Division of the Ministry
of anoe and took note of the significantly lower rental rates quoted: Their rates were

as follows::

Furnishea: UﬁmrnIShed*
Executive 4,000 $8 700 $3 000-36, 500
Moderm '$3,300= $6,000 $2,500-$4,500

'ofﬁdal?reswences for the Presudent ‘the ane Mimster. the
‘Commlssioner of Police and the Commissioner of Prisons

(i)~ residential Quarters in La rantasie, St. Ann's and at
- Flagstaff Hill; and
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'(iii)} residential Quarters assigned to public ofﬁcers as a

medlcal doctors

The sale of uQu(arteys would result i.n‘ a mrth.er.d.epletion of Fan olready Insufﬁcient stock

keaping wuth the observed trend in other‘szectors of the' ccooOmy“"

22.:1 Accordingly; on the basis of the information ‘obtained through the' surveys of
: TR R . i :

(iii) . . $1,900 per month:

fora H: sing
- Allowance only.

23. " These revisad ratés shiould take éffect from April 1. 1997;
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T
Dated this ...7....... day of April, 1997.

Professor eorge M. Richards
(Chairman)

ward Colher

Joyce Marshall
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APPENDIX

Minister

provided with Housing or an Allow. u.
Rent Free . Number in 1897
g Housing Ny
Official furnished Super Estimates of
Residences Housing Grade Grade | m‘::?yme Revenue and
OFFICE Only Expenditure
1 MEMBERS AND OFFICERS OF
» PARLIAMENT
The President 1 1
Prime Minister 1 o 1
Minister of Government 22 22
President of the Senate 1
The Speaker of the House of 1‘
Representatives
Parliamentary Secretary 3 3
Ombudsman 1 1
2. THE HIGHER JUDICIARY @
Chief Justice 1 1
Justice of Appeal g 9
Puisne Judge 20 20
,}3, Auditor General 1 1
4. INDUSTRIAL COURT
President 1 1
Vice-President 1 1
Chairman of the Essential Services 1 f
Division of the Industrial Court
Member of the Industrial Court 12 12
5. TAX APPEAL BOARD
Chairman, Tax Appeal Board 1 1
Member (Full-Time) 2 2
TOP MANAGERS IN THE PUBLIC
6. SERVICE
Permanent Secretary to the Prime
Minister and Head of the Public 1 1
Service V
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of 1 1
Finance
Commissioner of Inland Revenhue and
Chairman of the Board of Inland 1 1
Revenue
Economic Adviser to the Prime 1 1




APPENDIX

List of offices falling under the purview of the Salaries Review Commission which are

provided with Housing or an Allowance in lieu.

ot ?ent Free Housing Number in 1997
ici urnished Super Estimates of
Residences Housing Grade Grade Alk;\;l‘ance Revenue and
OFFICE Only ly Expenditure
TOP MANAGERS IN THE PUBLIC
6. SERVICE Contd.
Permanent Secretary 33 33
Chief Personnel Officer 1 1
Director of Personnel Administration 1 1
Chief Medical Officer 1 1
Director of Contracts 1 1
Commissioner of Inland Revenue 3 3
Comptroller of Accounts 1 1
Comptroller of Customs & Excise 1 1
Director of Budgets 1 1
Director, Research and Development 1 1
Clerk, Tobago House of Assembly 1 1
Secretary to the Ombudsman 1 1
Executive Director, 1 1
Investment/Divestment
Deputy Permanent Secretary 24 24
TOP MANAGERS IN THE PUBLIC
UTILITIES AND STATUTORY
7. AUTHORITIES
General Manager, Port Authority 1 1
Executive Director, Water and 1 1
Sewerage Authority
Deputy Executive Director, Water and 1 1
Sewerage Authority
Director (Finance), Water and 1 1
Sewerage Authority
Director (Technical), Water and 1 1
Sewerage Authority
Director (Water Resources Agency), 1 1
Water and Sewerage Authority
General Manager, Public Transport
; . 1 1
Service Corporation
Executive Director, National Housing 1 1

Authority




APPENDIX

List of offices falling under the purview of the Salaries Review Commission which are
provided with Housing or an Allowance in lieu.

OFFICE

Official
Residences

Rent Free

furnished

Housing
Only

Super
Grade

Grade |

Housing
Allowance

only

Number in 1897
Estimates of
Revenue and
Expenditure

SENIOR OFFICERS IN THE
PROTECTIVE SERVICES AND
8. DEFENCE FORCE

Chief of Defence Staff
Commissioner of Police

Special Adviser to the Prime Minister
on Crime

Special Adviser to Cabinet on all
Protective Services and Chief
Executive Officer of the National
Security Council

Special Adviser (Protective Services),
Ministry of National Security

Commissioner of Prisons
inspector of Police Services

Chairman, Police Complaints Authority

Chief Fire Officer

Secretary, National Security Council
Secretariat

9 SENIOR DIPLOMATIC
- REPRESENTATIVES

Ambassador / High Commissioner

Ambassador / High Commissioner
(Non-Resident)

CHAIRMEN OF COMMISSIONS AND
10. BOARDS

Chairman, Public Service Commission

~

11. THE JUDICIAL AND LEGAL SERVICE

GROUP |

Chief Magistrate

Solicitor General

Director of Public Prosecutions

Chief Parliamentary Counsel
Legislative Draftsman,
Master of the High Court

1
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APPENDIX

-ist of offices falling under the purview of the Salaries Review Commission which are

provided with Housing or an Allowance in lieu.

OFFICE

Official
Residences

Rent Free
fumished
Housing
Only

Super
Grade

Grade |

Housing
Allowance
only

Number in 1997

Revenue and

Estimates of

Expenditure

o

12.

THE JUDICIAL AND LEGAL SERVICE,
contd ’

GROUP Il (Formerly Group |A)

Deputy Chief Magistrate

Deputy Solicitor General

Deputy Director of Public Prosecutions
Deputy Chief Parliamentary Counsel

Chief State Solicitor
Registrar and Marshall
Registrar General
Director, Law Revision

GROUP Il (Formerly Group Il)
Senior Magistrate

GROUP IV (Formerly Group lii)

Magistrate

ATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HIGHER

N
EDUCATION

SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY)

President
Director (Financial Institutions)

TOTAL

13

73

b e R NI

13

29

135

24

13

29

249

Note:
(1) The terms of Ministers of Government do not specify the type of Housing for which they are eligible but
the policy is to provide them with Super-Grade Housing.

(2) The Chief Justice is eligible for Super-Grade quarters, but the house allocated to this office holder is

unofficially referred to as the "Official Residence of the Chief Justice”.



